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Congestion
charging...



The logistics surrounding the congestion charge are mind-boggling. Here are just some of the facts surrounding the scheme.
•The total budget to set up the scheme is £200 million, including £100 million of complementary traffic management measures being spent across Greater London. 
•The zone is eight square miles - or 21 square kilometres - in size. 
•This represents 1.3% of the total 617 sq miles (or 1579 sq kms) of Greater London. There are 174 entry and exit boundary points around zone. 
•Some 40,000 vehicles an hour drive into what will be the congestion charging zone - equivalent to 25 busy motorway lanes – during morning peak (7am – 10am). 
•Traffic speeds in central London have now dipped below 10mph in the period 1998-2000 for the first time since records began. 
•Transport for London estimates that for each week the congestion charging scheme is not in place, the capital loses about £2 million a week in terms of reduced congestion and forfeits about £2.5m in net revenue that the scheme would raise to re-invest in transport in the capital. 
• An estimated 100,000 calls will be made per day to the congestion charging hotline.
Traffic levels 
•The scheme is predicted to cut traffic levels inside the charging zone, measured in ‘vehicle miles’, by 10-15% and congestion, measured in ‘vehicle delays’, by 20-30%. 
•Roughly 250,000 vehicles make 450,000 movements into the charging zone during the period 7am-6.30pm. 
•Half of the 136,000 residents living within the charging zone are in car-owning households. 
•Over one million people enter central London by all forms of transport each morning peak, 85% of them by public transport. 
•By the start of the proposed scheme in 2003, Transport for London predicts that more than 200 extra buses will be provided on routes into the proposed congestion charging zone. 
•There will be more than 10,000 extra spaces on the buses in the peak hour. 
•Each weekday, 6,000 buses accommodate 4.5m passenger journeys on 600 routes around London. 
•Bus passenger travel increased by 6% in 2000/01 to 4.7 billion passenger kilometres. 
•In a survey conducted by Traffex 2001 of 1,000 motorists across the country, 32% of motorists agreed with congestion charging in city centres, with 46% of Londoners questioned agreeing with the policy. 
•The average price considered fair was £3.60, but 22% felt that the charge should be £1 or less. 
•As for uses for the extra revenue, the majority suggested improved road maintenance, closely followed by a reduction in petrol tax and improved public transport. 

Public Transport Usage
People entering central London by public transport during the 7am to 10am morning peak period, 1998 to 2001 (000s): 

 


1998

1999

2000

2001

Rail (SE)

422

434

438

441

Rail (Inter City)
25

26

27

26

Total Rail

448

460

465

467

Gross Tube

547

555

568

572
Less people 

also counted 

on Rail /DLR
196

201

196

204

Net the Tube
351

354

372

368

DLR


9

9

11

11

Total Rail

808

822

848

847

TfL local Bus

68

68

73

81
Coach/

Minibus

17

15

15

10
Total Public 

Transport

892

905

935

936
